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DISCLAIMER

This enhanced preliminary assessment report is based primarily on the
environmental conditions observed at the Fort McClellan site in Anniston,
Alabama, on 25 June through 28 June 1990. Past site conditions and
management practices were evaluated, based on readily available records and the
recollections of people interviewed. Every effort was made, within the scope of
the task, to interview all identified site personnel, especially those personnel with
a historical perspective of site operations.

No environmental sampling was conducted as part of the assessment. The
findings and recommendations for further action are based on Roy F. Weston,
Inc.’s experience and technical judgment, as well as current regulatory agency
requirements. Future regulations as well as any modifications to current statutes
may affect the compliance status of this site.

Roy F. Weston, Inc. does not warrant or guarantee that the property is suitable
for any particular purpose or certify any areas of the property as "clean." A more
thorough investigation, including intrusive sampling and analyses for specific
hazardous materials, is recommended prior to reporting this property as excess.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

This enhanced preliminary assessment (PA) report has been prepared by Roy F.
Weston, Inc. (WESTON) at the request of the U.S. Army Toxic and Hazardous
Materials Agency (USATHAMA) pursuant to Contract DAAA15-88-0007, Task
Order 11. The purpose of this enhanced PA report is to document the existing
conditions at Fort McClellan, Alabama, and to provide recommendations for
further action.

The objectives of the enhanced PA were to:

° Identify and characterize areas requiring environmental evaluation
(AREEs) associated with historical and current uses of the Fort
McClellan property.

° Identify and characterize possible impacts of the AREEs on ‘the
surrounding environment.

. Identify additional environmental actions, if any, that should be
implemented for the AREEs identified.

“Information contained in this enhanced PA report was obtained through:

Visual inspection of the facility.

Review of available Army documentation.

Review of related regulatory agency files at the State and Federal levels.
Interviews with current employees at Fort McClellan.

Fort McClellan, located in Calhoun County, Alabama, is composed of three parts.
The Main Post, encompassing approximately 19,000 acres, contains the majority
of the facilities. The Choccolocco Corridor, occupying approximately 4,500 acres,
is leased from the State of Alabama and connects the Main Post with the
Talladega National Forest to the east. Pelham Range, the third major component,
consists of approximately 22,000 acres west of the Main Post.

Fort McClellan is under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine
Command (TRADOC). The installation houses three major organizations -- U.S,
Army Military Police School (AMPS), U.S. Army Chemical School (AMCLS), and
Training Center (under the direction of the Training Brigade) -- in addition to
other major support units and tenants.

ES-1
10TIWG.FM 11/21/90



The AREEs have been grouped by the following categories:

Facilities/Maintenance Operations

Training/Range Areas

Storage Tanks

Landfills, Quarries, and Borrow Pits

Incinerators

Toxic/Hazardous Materials Handling and Storage Areas
Wastewater Treatment Plant

Radiological Training/Storage/Disposal Areas

Other Areas

Other Facilitywide AREEs

Table ES-1 presents a listing for each AREE and the appropriate figure numbers
(see Figures ES-la to ES-1h).

HUMAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL RECEPTORS

The following summarizes the routes of human and environmental exposure from
the types of releases identified at the AREEs:

107T1WG.FM

Groundwater at the site supplies flow to Cane, Cave, and Choccolocco
Creeks, as well as direct use groundwater wells in Calhoun County. A
small portion of the site property lies in the probable recharge area of
Coldwater Spring, a major drinking water source. AREEs have been
identified which may contribute to groundwater contamination (such as
chemical agent disposal areas, underground storage tanks (USTs), and

- landfills).

Surface water originates on the property as Cane and Cave Creeks.
Choccolocco Creek crosses the leased land to the east. In addition, the
property has many small ponds and lakes. AREEs have been identified
which may have contributed to surface water contamination. No
extensive surface water contamination sources are known to exist.

Areas on both the Main Post and Pelham Range are thought to have
soil contaminated with a variety of petroleum products, chemical agents,
and munitions. These chemicals may be mobilized through erosion and
sedimentation, or carried to the aquifer.

Releases to the air generally come from permitted operations at the site,
such as the Chemical Decontamination Training Facility (CDTF)
Incinerator, boiler plants, etc. Other possible releases identified include
asbestos, fog oil smoke generated for training exercises, and uncontrolled
forest fires.
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Table ES-1

List of AREEsS,
Fort McClellan, Alabama

AREE No. Description Figure No.
1 Directorate of Engineering and Housing Area ES-1d
2 Autocraft Shop ES-1d
3 Ordnance Motor Repair Area ES-1b
4 Alabama Army National Guard UTES #1 Site ES-1i
5 Motor Pool Areas ES-1d
6 Small Weapons Repair Shop ES-1d
7 Radiator Repair Shop ES-1b
8 Battery Maintenance Areas ES-1b
9 Boiler Plants ES-1b, ES-1d
10 Vehicle Wash Racks ES-1b, ES-1d, ES-1i
11 Training Areas and Ranges ES-1b to ES-1i -
12 Chemical Decontamination Training Facility ES-1f
13 Fire Training Pit ES-1b
14 Ordnance OB/OD Area ES-1i
15 Detection and Identification Area ES-1d
16 Area T-4 ES-1c
17 Area T-5 ES-1d
18 Area T-6 ES-1d
19 Area T-31 ES-1b
20 Area T-38 ES-1b
21 Area T-24A ES-1h
22 Old Toxic Training Area ES-1d
23 Range I ES-1i
24 Range J ES-1i
25 Range K ES-1i
26 Range L (Lima Pond) ES-1i
27 Old Water Hole ES-1i
28 HD Spill/Burial Sites ES-1b, ES-1d, ES-1i
29 Security Operational Test Site ES-1i :
30 Underground Storage Tanks Not shown
31 Aboveground Storage Tanks Not shown
32 Former Landfill No. 1 ES-1d
33 Former Landfill No. 2 ES-1b
34 Former Landfill No. 3 ES-1b
35 Active Sanitary Landfill No. 4 ES-1b

1071WG.FM
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Table ES-1
List of AREEs,
(continued)
AREE No. Description Figure No.
36 Quarries and Borrow Pits ES-1b, ES-1¢,
ES-1f, ES-1g
37 U.S. Army Hospital Incinerator ES-1b
38 Chemical Decontamination Training
Facility Incinerator ES-1f
39 Pesticide Mixing and Storage Facility ES-1d
40 Golf Course Pesticide Mixing and Storage
Facility ES-1b
41 Forestry Compound ES-1i
42 Pesticide/Herbicide Storage Facility ES-1b
43 PCB Storage Facility ES-1b
44 Temporary Transformer Storage/Staging Area ES-1b
45 DRMO Storage Facility ES-1b
46 Contractor Laydown Area ES-1b
47 Waste Chemical Storage Area ES-1b
48 Fog Oil Drum Storage Areas ES-1h, ES-1i
49 Former Pentachlorophenol Dip Tank ES-1d
50 Wastewater Treatment Plant ES-1b
51 Radiological Facilities: Former U.S.
Army Chemical Center and School ES-1d
52 Other Buildings Not shown
53 Iron Mountain (Rattlesnake Gulch) ES-1c
54 Rideout Field ES-1i
55 Bromine Field ES-1d
56 Alpha Field ES-1d
57 Former Radiological Area ES-1i
58 U.S. Army Chemical School Laboratory Sump ES-1b
59 Printing Plant ES-1d
60 Multi-Craft Shop ES-1d
61 Training Aids Building ES-1d
62 Former Dry Cleaning Area ES-1d
63 U.S. Army Hospital ES-1b
64 Asbestos Not shown
65 PCB Transformers Not shown
66 Pesticides and Herbicides Not shown
67 Radon Not shown
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WGERS EICHERS/COMGA TS

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Table ES-2 presents a summary of findings for each AREE and the recommended
activity, if any. Figures ES-la through ES-1i present sampling locations and
recommendation information for the AREEs. No conditions that present an
imminent threat to human health were observed on the extensive property.
Although considerable known and potential releases from various types of areas
exist, human receptors either are not permitted access or reside at a considerable
distance.

ES-14
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SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND

Roy F. Weston, Inc. (WESTON) has been retained by the U.S. Army Toxic and
Hazardous Materials Agency (USATHAMA) to conduct waste site characterizations
of specific Department of Army properties under the authority of Contract
DAAA15-88-D-0007, Task Order 11. This work is being performed within the
scope of the U.S. Army Installation Restoration Program (IRP). As part of this
contract, WESTON has also been asked to prepare enhanced preliminary
assessment (PA) reports of selected properties destined to be included as part of
the Base Closure Program. The purpose of these reports is to document the
existing conditions at the properties and to provide recommendations for further
action. The recommendations will serve as a guide to the U.S. Army in
prioritizing the activities required to report these properties as excess.

This report discusses the enhanced PA of Fort McClellan, which is located near
Anniston, Alabama. Fort McClellan consists of two distinct properties referred to
in this report as the Main Post and Pelham Range. In addition, the Choccolocco
Corridor is leased from the State of Alabama to provide access from the Main
Post to the Talladega National Forest. WESTON conducted a site visit on 25
June through 28 June 1990.

1.2 OBJECTIVES

This enhanced PA report was prepared using existing information obtained from
property records and interviews with current employees familiar with these
properties. No sampling activities were completed as part of this assessment.

The objectives of the enhanced PA are as follows:

° Identify and characterize areas requiring environmental evaluation
(AREEs) associated with historical and current uses of the properties.

. Identify and characterize possible impacts of the AREEs on the
surrounding environment.

1-1
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° | Identify additional environmental actions, if any, that should be initiated
for the AREEs identified.

No survey of buildings at Fort McClellan regarding the presence of lead-based
paint, lead solder, lead pipes, and/or brass fixtures associated with drinking water
systems was conducted. The time period of construction of portions of the Fort
McClellan facilities suggests, however, that lead-based paints and piping may have
been used. '

1.3 PROCEDURES

The information contained in this enhanced PA report is based on the following
data gathering activities:

° Visual inspection of the facilities.
° Review of available Army information.

° Review of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region IV files. '

. Contact with the Alabama Department of Environmental Management
’ (ADEM).
. Interviews with current employees familiar with Fort McClellan
operations.
. Evaluation of aerial photographs.

1.4 REPORT FORMAT

This enhanced PA report presents an evaluation of the relevant data for Fort
McClellan.

Section 2 describes the property and provides general environmental information
about the site. Section 3 identifies and characterizes all AREEs at Fort McClellan
related to known and suspected releases to the environment. The potential
impacts of these operations on the local environment and human receptors are
discussed in Section 4. Section 5 summarizes the findings and conclusions,
discusses the quality and reliability of the supporting information, identifies areas
requiring further action, and presents recommendations as to how such actions
may be accomplished. Section 6 lists the pertinent materials reviewed and the
agencies contacted. Photographs taken during the site visit are provided in
Section 7. Supporting documentation is provided in Appendices A through K.

1-2
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References are presented throughout this report, where appropriate, by means of
a letter and number designation in brackets, as follows: [I] refers to interviews,
[T] refers to telephone conversations, and [R] refers to reports or other written
documentation. The number following the letter refers to the specific item in the

respective list provided in Section 6.
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